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iles from Rome, on the ancient seq
Fﬂﬁifﬂ the ruins of Roman Ostia, which
puilt at the mouth of the Tiber in the 4th
was p.c. as a defence for Rome towards the
cenmré'o“;ew_ the function of Ostia was not
sFﬂ"fcd solely to defence. The river port was alsg
n;‘m rtant for Rome, for imports from overseas;
1

d, as the power of Rome grew, so also Ostia,
?{Ln}e's harbour, grew,
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PlUm near the Port Ani
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reasons these INSCTIptions

The dlscovery of a
Synagogue (of the house of

proving the undoubted
existence of ﬂourjshing z
community in the city, also
Bave new importapce to
the previous testimonies,
The Synagogue was dis-
covered by chance while

ERVED BLACK-AND-WHITE MOSAIC FROM THE FRONT the road to the Interna-

The excavations, which have continued with-
out interruption from the middle of last century,

the phases of development of the Republican and
Imperial town,

The most striking feature of Imperial Ostia is
the modemnity of its streets and houses, tall
apartment blocks, strongly built and well lighted,
so different from the houses of Pompei, but very
like the hounses and streets of Rome in the 2nd
century A.p.

The excavations have also revealed a wide
variety of cults: temples of old Latin divinities
(such as the Capitolium, built in the centre of the
town at the north end of the Forum, for the tradi-
tional cult of Jupiter, Juno and Minerva) and
sanctuaries of oriental gods such as Cybele, Isis
-nd Serapis, Mithras,

But Ostia was primarily a harbour town, and
S0 warehouses are among its most distinctive
buildings. We also find Plenty of evidence,
especially in funerary reliefs, of the town's trades.

Most of these trades had guilds, and the guilds
had social centres, most of which have been
excavated,

Up to the present time more than twenty

public baths, a large theatre and other public
buildings have been brought to light. Through the
monuments we can once more live the life of this
town during the nine centuries of its life. The
many statues and reliefs found in the excavations
give us images of divinities, portraits of emperors,
of magistrates of the town, and of ordinary people.
The inscriptions inform us about religious beliefs,
public administration, politics, trade, and all the
many aspects of the life of the people of Ostia,
From the proper names cited in the inscriptions
we know that in Ostia there lived people not only
of the old Latin race, but also of other origins:
Greek, Asiatic, African, Gaul, and Spanish. And
what is revealed by the names in the inscriptions
is often confirmed by the individual ethnical
characteristics of the portraits. Like every port
and commercial town, Ostia had a cosmopolitan
population.

It was therefore surprising that no clear
memorials of the presence of the Jews in Ostia
until now. The classical and
Jewish sources had both remained completely

tional Airport Leonardg
da Vinci was being con-

. It stood
outskirts of the ancient on the
town of Ostia towards
the shore, in accordance
with a fairly widespread
custom among the sypa-
Bogues of the Diaspora,
and lay between the sea
and an ancient road (the
Via Severiana), in con-
tinuation of a row of
buildings that have only
been partly excavated.

In the first campaign
of excavation, in 1961,
the Direction of Anti.
quities of Ostia brought
to light the hall of the
Synagogue and some of
the adjoining rooms
(Fig. 5). The restoration
of the excavated part
was carried out at the
same time, and the
columns were raised
(Figs. 2, 3, 6, 8, 12). In
the second campaign of
1962, the whole building
was excavated, and the
mosaics and part of the
opus sectile of the pave-
ment were lifted. Also
one of the fallen walls
of the synagogue was
raised—a very delicate |
and difficult operation, {

The lifting of the
pavement enabled us to
begin trial excavations
in depth for the purpose
of throwing light on the
vicissitudes of the edifice. From the type of struc-
ture of the walls and the style of the mosaics and
of the reliefs, we know that, in its undoubted,

wORD

had been built upon a construction which, from
the type of structure, could be dated to the end of
the 1st century A.p, It wasa question of deciding
whether this building had been a synagogue too,
orif, as elsewhere (at Dura Europos and Delos, for

inwiﬂllf l’mtﬂ that the
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ining it. (33.60 by 23.50 m:),twntthllnorils o
Ios*'lfltc;r:?y!fdls fning easfl:;zu“:l;ﬁf thrance of
ﬂw towerds Jﬂl;l-;)!?éﬁ" flanked by two pll{ls:zrsz;
{p:he Via Seveniana zmd led 01: %
opened - 5Zlm' or elongated vestlbu!et,] n the
sort of w:l of which was a row of lit I?' e
mh-oatt ; ealmost entirely destroyed ( xf, 19 :
,m_fortunate y:s of the prayer hall, »tha.t is to eﬁ
e dooo ue, the fagade of which was tpl;-n]e
e froe IIngalgem' opened on to this vestibu .
ds Jerl{sn of the front of the slynagogﬁ

o onentahll){oly City is characteristic of the
vt theof synagogues so far known to us—thols:;e
oldﬁt'smupwhich go back to the 3rd century A.D.
prcalen 81 ft. 8 in. by 41 ft. I in. (24.90 n:l
e el o m. wide), has a slightly Curv'eh
i le-"‘si 7). Four marble columns wit!
bacl_c wa.ll ( gxt:!.ls rise up in the middle of the
Connthla-;l xc':lpa. sort of monumental entrance to
hall and °art of the synagogue (Fig. 6), where
s shrine—that is to say the site

St:’e]ﬁ: tﬁ‘: I:l?\?vith the Scrolls of the Law was
wl

ple ah shrine stands by itself between the

Tvlvlaelng;the hall and the columns (Fig. 8). It
gt ly built in opus vittatum (a type of Late
goﬁeg}’ucﬁu& in regular rows of small tufa

. blocks and bricks) and has a high podium with

i in front, and an apse. In

:[ourt s:fe Ee];?ﬁd;nrsg O?L:be apse there were two small
il—m;ble columns with composite capitals. Two
:::hju-avcs (Figs. 14 and 15) were grafted into th?
illars of the apse, and r&stgd on Fhe capitals o
the columns where they terminated in l?rackets on
which were sculptured in flat bas-relief, 9lmost
like drawings, the well known symbols which are
so often repeated in monuments of Hebrew art:
the menorah (seven-branched candlestick), flanked

sinagoga

PLANIMETRIA ASSONOMETRICA
= TER e

FIG. 2. AN ASSONOMETRIC PLAN OF THE OSTIA SYNAGOGUE IN ITS ATH-CENTURY A.D. PHASE,
THE FOUR COLUMNS IN THE CENTRE FORM A SORT OF MONUMENTAL ENTRANCE TO THE
INNER PART, AND BESIDE THEM STANDS THE TORAH SHRINE WITH TWO COLUMNS AND

APSIDAL BACK,

on the right by a ram’s horn, the shofar, and on
the left by a palm branch, lulab, and a citron,
etrog (Fig. 15). The reliefs show traces of gilding.
Such an isolated Torah shrine is unknown in
other synagogues, but its outward appearance,

with columns and apse, is like that of the niche
dug out of the wall in the synagogue of Dura
Europos, or that of the Ark of the Law in certain
Jewish mosaics and glass objects decorated with
[Continued opposite,

gold, and in a relief of the
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] Je wish catacombs at Beth She’arim 'in
consinued: e inner part of the synagogue of Ostia,
[sraek In t of the Torah shrine, and backing on to
just in fr:‘l‘ part of the back wall of the hall, there
e cenT® PE Cis structure we might recognise
is8 pod‘":ﬂ 'pulpit from which the Sacred Scriptures
he Wﬂd (Fig- 9). Two fallen marble columns, not
rea! ¢ height as the other four, were found in
of the wmnnost part of the hall. We have scanty
ghis in0 s of their original position. The front
in m;—wﬂ]"e hall was divided into three sections by
oﬂusuades_ Possibly the left-hand division

[ow ‘1’1 ve been reserved for the women, while in
D t-hand division there was a shallow basin

the ljltf.lal ablutions. This front part has black and
; saic pavements, unfortunately badly pre-

4 but we can recognise in the decoration a
serve e’ with a conventional rosette of a well-known
squtu'in Hebrew art, and a panel near the principal
horway with a chalice and a round obj_ ect, perhaps
ool £ (Fig. 1). Two other rooms were joined to the
all’:g ogue. In one of these, which opened on to
g:‘ vestibule (Fig. 4) we found an oven, a table
with a marble top and some amphoras sunk in the
vements, perhaps for preserving wine, oil or
g:.her foodstuffs. The room had a rough floor of
eatth, ash, marble and terracotta fragments, in

which many terracotta lamps  [Continued below.

{  FIG. 3. THE VERY LARGE
\ oy T ROOM AT THE SOUTH,
\ T IT WAS A MEETING-PLACE,

FIG. 2).
-WEST SIDE O THE SYNAGOGUE (SEE
IN THE BACKGRoUND, THE CORRIDOR AND SMA

LL ROOM WITH MOSAICS.

THE LARGE SIDE BENCHES

FIG. 4. THE ROOM WITH THE OVEN IN THE SOUTH-EAST CORNER OF THE SITE (SEE FIG. 2) AND THE MOSAIC FLOORS. IN THE 1ST CENTURY

PHASE.THIS WAS ALL PART OF A LARGER ROOM.

ntinued.] (Fig 13) with the seven-branched candlestick were found. But
en this later floor was removed we discovered a mosaic pavement under-
ath, adorned with different patterns, probably to be referred to a 2nd- or
-century restoration. The other room, a very large one, is on the left-hand
e of the synagogue (Fig. 3). Its most characteristic feature is wide benches
ng two sides, which bring the triclinium couches to mind. Perhaps it was a
eting place, or the school where the law was taught. This large chamber

the vestibule were built in the 4th century A.D. Up to that time the syna-
e covered a less extensive area. In the 1st century A.D. the hall of the
agogue was limited to the inner part of the later hall. It had three doors
[ront orientated towards Jerusalem, and the main central door was flanked

by the four columns afterwards re-employed in the 4th-century building. Along

the sides and the back wall of the hall were mas

onry seats for the faithf\{l,

seats that are typical of the synagogues found both in the Diaspora and in

Palestine. In the lst century the front part of

the later synagogue hall,

i d room
together with the *‘ room of the oven,” formed one su‘lgle prolonge m,
pagved in cocciopesto (i.e.,, random pottery fragments, set in concrete) :nd T‘;cl-:g;
benches 6 ft. (2 m.) wide round three walls, towards the south-west. e
benches are identical in size and structure with those brought to light in the
hall adjoining the 4th-century synagogue. The prolonged shape of the room
and its position calling to mind that of the later vestibule, the presence in a

part of it of wide benches, suggest that, in the 1st-

century [Continued overleaf.
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FROM THE EAST, BEFORE RESTORATION.

W
SYNAGOGUE SITE AT THE END OF THE FIRST SEASON—

HE RE.ERECTION OF THE FOUR CORINTHIAN COLUMNS wy;
MONUMENTAL ENTRANCE TO THE MAIN HALL,
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FIG. 8. AFTER T
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FIG. 9. THE STEPS LEADING UP TO THE BEM.{ OR PULBIT—AGAINST THE BACK WALL OF THE

¢

N

\ MAIN HALL—WITH OPUS SECTILE PAVEMENT SURROUNDING THEM.
|
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FIG. 10. THE LONG VESTIBULE AT THE SOUTH-EAST END. NEAR THE ENTRANCE CAN BE S8
WELL, AND, NEARER, THE THREE DOORS TO THE MAIN HALL.

Continued.] synagogue, this room had the same function which, in the 4th cen-
tury, was divided between the vestibule and the hall with the benches. Evidently
these large benches, like Hinai of the triclinia, had a very particular function
and must have been indispensable annexes of the synagogue. Therefore, although
in the Ist century the edifice was less extensive, it had similar equipment as
that noted in the 4th-century synagogue. In the primitive building there was
no shrine for the Torah, but probably, as supf;osed for other synagogues, the
Scrolls of the Law were at that time kept in a movable cupboard which was
taken into the synagogue during the ceremonies. Excavations in depth have
also shown the presence of an intermediary phase between the Ist-century and
the 4th-century synagogues. To this period can be ascribed thin walls dividing

the primitive vestibule into four sections (Fig. 16), walls which preserve
traces of paintings. And perhaps also to this period can be attributed the me
of the ““room of the oven” (Fig. 4). This phase has not been compl®
cleared up in its entire extension, but probably an inscription found re-emfit
with many others, in a later restoration of the paving, can be referred to 2
works. It is an inscription with the first line written in Latin, whereas ﬂ"_rf
of the text is in Greek; the lower part is much mutilated. It reads: "

Phaustos . . . founded and erected at his own expense and placed the A:knll:”
Sacred Law, for the Emperor's health. . . . Mention of the Ark of the¥
might make one inclined to think that this Mindis Phaustos may 1 &
the Ark of the Torah and founded or reconstructed the [Continue|
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FIG. 13. FIVE OF THE MANY TERRACOTTA LAMPS FOUND IN THE ROOM WITH THE OVEN. ALL
BEAR THE MENORAH OR SEVEN-BRANCHED CANDLESTICK.

N
J’§\

FIG. 14. THE TWO ARCHITRAVES WHICH ORIGINALLY RESTED ON THE PILLARS GF THE;
SHRINE (FIG. 8)—HERE UPSIDE DOWN.

-
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FIG. 7 THE MAIN HALL BEFORE R
7 BACK WALL. (SEE ALSO FIG. 9.)

N, SHOWING THE FALLEN COLUMNS, THE STEPPED PULPIT AND THE CURVED {

\f FIG § THE UNIQUE ISOLATED TORAHN SHRINE, AFTER RHTOF
TI0N, WITH THE ARCHITRAVES (FIGS. 14 AND 18) IN Fiacg |
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FIG. 12, THE MAIN HALL OF TIE SYNAGOGUE AFTER RESTORATION  FROM THE WEST. THIS
LINKS WITH THE VIEW SEEN IN FIG. 3. /

FIC. 15. THE ARCHITRAVES RELIEF IN DETAIL: SHOWING THE MENORAI WITH {BELOW,

(
i\‘ L. TO R.) THE PALM-BRANCH (LULAB), CITRON (ETHOG), AND SHOFAR (RAM'S HORN),

EARLIER SYNAGOGUE WAS REVEALED,

\( Fig. 16. AFTER A MOSAIC HAD BEEN LIFTED, A PAINTED WALL {RIGHT FOREGROUND) OF THE
< i WL e, S

Continued.] synagogue. As for the dedication Pro salute Augusti—for the
health of the Emperor—this is not unique because we know also from the
literary sources that in the synagogues, especially in those of the Diaspora,
there were columns, clipea and also crowns dedicated to the emperors, especially
if they had favoured the Jews. We shall now have to try and establish which
emperor it was for whose health the inscription was placed, and we shall have
to see to which reconstruction or alteration of the synagogue it is to be referred.
Perhaps future excavations will provide fresh evidence. So far it is sufficient to
be able to establish as a fact the uninterrupted life of the synagogue, and there-
fore of the Jewish community, from the 1st to the 5th century A.D. And further-
ymore the size and decorum of the edifice even in the 1st century show that the
Jewish community of Ostia must have already been established in the city for

some time, and must have reached considerable prosperity to be able to build a
synagogue of such proportions. The later alterations, enlargements and recon-
struction in the early 4th century prove that also in this period the community |
was large and flourishing and rich. Besides being of local interest, that is to say
in connection with the history of the town in which it rose, the synagogue of
Ostia has a particular interest of its own b in its planimetry as well it
differs from nearly all the synagogue buildings known to us to-day. In fact
although it presents certain characteristics that connect it with some of them,
also has a very particular physiognomy of its own. It may, indeed, be similar
synagogues that are lost to us to-day, but so far we can say it is a uniq
example. And up to the present it has the singular privilege of being the
ancient synagogue known to us from the monumental remains.





{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["it-it"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["it-it"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["it-it"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["it-it"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}



